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History

Higher level

Paper 3 – history of Africa and the Middle East

Instructions to candidates

 y Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.

 y Answer two questions, each chosen from a different section.

 y Each question is worth [15 marks].

 y The maximum mark for this examination paper is [30 marks].
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Section 1: The ‘Abbasid dynasty (750–1258)

1. Evaluate the impact of Harun al-Rashid on the ‘Abbasid Empire.

2. To what extent did religious divisions cause the decline of the ‘Abbasid Empire?

Section 2: The Fatimids (909–1171)

3. “Economic factors were more important than social factors to the foundation of the Fatimid 

dynasty.” Discuss.

4. “Fatimid ideology had limited impact on the Muslim world.” To what extent do you agree with 

this statement?

Section 3: The Crusades (1095–1291)

5. “Religious belief was the main reason for participation in the Crusades.” Discuss.

6. Evaluate the impact of the Crusades in the Middle East.

Section 4: The Ottomans (1281–1566)

7. Discuss the reasons for, and impact of, the Ottoman conquest of Egypt and Syria.

8. “The desire for wealth was the most important reason for the Ottoman capture of 

Constantinople.” Discuss.

Section 5: Trade and the rise and decline of African states and empires (800–1600)

9. Evaluate the importance of trans-Saharan trade in gold and salt to African states.

10. “Political organization was the main factor in the rise and expansion of the Kingdom of 

Kongo.” Discuss.
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Section 6: Pre-colonial African states (1800–1900)

11. Compare and contrast the rise of the Zulu under Shaka and the Sotho under Moshoeshoe.

12. Evaluate the contributions of both Tewodros II and Yohannes IV to the unification of Ethiopia.

Section 7: The slave trade in Africa and the Middle East (1500–1900)

13. Evaluate the economic and social impact of the Atlantic slave trade in Africa.

14. To what extent did the 1807 Slave Trade Act impact the slave trade in Africa?

Section 8: European imperialism and the partition of Africa (1850–1900)

15. To what extent was European national rivalry the main cause of the partition of Africa?

16. Examine the impact of King Leopold II’s activities in the Congo.

Section 9: Response to European imperialism (1870–1920)

17. “The brutality of the colonizing powers was the main reason for resistance by African states.” 

Discuss.

18. “African pragmatism was the most important factor in the decision to collaborate with 

European powers.” Discuss.

Section 10: Africa under colonialism (1890–1980)

19. Evaluate the economic and social developments in Angola under Portuguese rule to 1975.

20. “British policies were responsible for the creation of regional rivalries in Nigeria up to 1960.” 

Discuss.
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Section 11: 20th-century nationalist and independence movements in Africa

21. “The Mau Mau uprising had little impact on the struggle for Kenyan independence.” Discuss.

22. To what extent was nationalism the main factor in Senegal becoming independent?

Section 12: The Ottoman Empire (c1800–1923)

23. Discuss the causes of the Greek War of Independence and its impact on the Ottoman Empire.

24. Evaluate the impact of the reforms implemented by the Young Turks.

Section 13: War and change in the Middle East and North Africa 1914–1945

25. “The First World War was the most important reason for the growth of the nationalist 

movement in Egypt.” Discuss.

26. “Western influences had a significant impact on economic and social developments.” Discuss 

with reference to one of the following: Iran, Saudi Arabia or a North African state.

Section 14: Africa, international organizations and the international community (20th century)

27. Evaluate the effectiveness of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in achieving its objectives.

28. “UN specialized agencies had a limited impact in Africa.” Discuss with reference to two agencies.

Section 15: Developments in South Africa 1880–1994

29. Examine the political and economic consequences for the Boers of the discovery of gold.

30. “International opposition was the most important reason for the collapse of apartheid.” To 

what extent do you agree with this statement?
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Section 16: Social and cultural developments in Africa in the 19th and 20th centuries

31. Examine the factors that promoted and limited the spread of Christianity in 19th century Africa.

32. Evaluate the impact of emigration on two African countries.

Section 17: Post-war developments in the Middle East (1945–2000)

33. “Post-war tensions and instability were the most important reasons for the origin of the state 

of Israel.” Discuss.

34. “The Confessional state was the most important cause of the civil war in Lebanon in 1975.” 

To what extent do you agree with this statement?

Section 18: Post-independence politics in Africa to 2005

35. Compare and contrast the impact of civil war in two African countries.

36. Discuss the reasons for the establishment of single-party states in two African countries.

 


